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Wildflowers To Bloom in the Spring

Among the many goals and objectives in the
Corridor Management Plans of each scenic
hi ghway <citizends
and preserve scenic highway beautification.
One way to achieve that is through planting of
native wildflowers. During the extensive
0charetted planning

county along the Byway, the citizen committees
identified the native plant life which would
thrive and survive to make the Byway beautiful.
In an effort to accomplish this goal, Friends of
A1A submitted two grants to the Wildflower
Foundation to support planting objectives along
the Byway. One of the grants was awarded in
the amount of $30, 590 to allow segmented
wildflower planting in Flagler and St. Johns
Counties. In total the Byway will see blooms,
weather permitting, of more than 22 miles
along the Byway
Ponte Vedra, Sea Colony at the Hammock,
Varn Park, Beverly Beach and Flagler Beach and
other park sites if possible.
Sallie O6Har a
efforts with all municipalities, county and state
governments to accomplish the wildflower
planting. Volunteers will be needed to oversee
the maintenance and nurturing of each segment
along the Byway. Native varieties to be planted
include golden tickseed, coreopsis of various

The Florida Department of Transportation
awarded Corridor Solutions a contract for
technical assistance for the citizen advocate
groups in Districts 5 and parts of District 2 in
Northeast Florida.
assessing needs of the organizational groups
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A FLAGLER FIRST
Representative John Mica
named Island Cottage Villa

Barbara Harkins & Robert Bracewell with the City of
Bunnell review plans with Byway Administrator, Sallie
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Od6 Har a, and FDOT Maintenance ||fni1@dféd&59@gsr|:¢ag_i ons
Manager David Snowden, in Flagler County lerds first
Green Lodging Facility
at Mi ckl er &8s Landing So 1t -
A ’ in'an October dedication
types, helanthus, rudbeckia and others.
ceremony. Of 44 such
Tickseed environmental conscious
Bernie Gay and lodgings in the state, two
wi |1 di natl €yeocated on the AIA
Byway. Go Green !
Do you know where
along A1A isé.
9] Possum Trot Road
. . {[The site of Surfside Casino
Corridor Solutions
scenic  corridors. Garry Balogh, Senior IThe Oldest Coast Guard
Environmental Specialist for D5, successfully Road in Florida
retained Corridor Solutions as the contractor for
these services. 0 Thi s company g,an.de these
The agreement covers consultants have been invaluable to our
groups ' n the past, ﬂThgsgte?(%y%ountai(ﬁ:harl

and providing recommendations for
strengthening the comprehensive goals and
objectives required by DOT for scenic highway
groups. Each year these groups annually report
progress to Tallahassee highways and byways
specialists to

President of the Friends of AlA, who has

. 1
seen the emergence of three scenic =~ CGCtAwayonAIALL

highways and a national byway become
reality since 1997. See page
preserve and promot e Florid AMERICA S
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A Word from the President

Hallie Bradley recently donated $5,000 to the Friends of A1A, in loving memory, to her husband, Joseph Bradley, Sr. After | explained
all that our group has accomplished over the years, Hallie said she really does support our mission. |, as many others, believe our volunteer
efforts will indeed balance the economic needs of the area with the environmental sensitivity so desperately needed to preserve our pristine
area. We enjoy a quality of Ilife along the Byway of wadsi ch me
communities and our Site Review Protocols and positive working relationships with county and local municipalities are as much valued as
our intrinsic resources. As we move forward into a new season of grant writing and planning, we need to remember what came before us
in order to preserve what comes after us. A little bit of history preserved may mean making memories for future generations. Let us
remember the hard work of our loved ones and volunteers who contribute daily to the betterment of our Byway community. And let us
understand the delicate balance of nature and development in our struggles to preserve scenic beauty and recreational opportunities along
our eroding beaches on the Byway. We still have much work to accomplish to get regulatory agencies, such as the Army Corps of
Engineers, FDEP and FDOT to see eye to eye and jump in to test the preservation options available for our coast. We live here because we
love it and want others to also appreciate our joys as does Hallie Bradley. Thank you, Hallie! ~ Warm regards, L ;Vbé//‘

On the Road with the Byway Program Administrator

0 A turtle only gets ahead by sticking out his neck. 6

This profound message rested prominently on my wall in my earlier working career. As | recently biked
the Hammock Greenway Trail, this message flashed in my head. | remembered this saying and likened it to the |

Scenic Bywaybds progress since the programds i nc. t ho
my tortoise friends inching across the highway. With a helping hand, | lifted them to safety on the beach side of =
AlA. They stuck out their necks slowly moving t rbo

governments with their tenacity to see projects completed, their speed is slow and deliberate. . The biking experience allowed me to slow
my pace to 10 mph along the route and really experience the corridor connections between the natural, scenic and recreational bounties in
our midst. It also allowed me to reflect on what wonderful collective helping hands our volunteers offer. | salute those partners and citizen
groups who stick out their necks to protect Coastal ALA. It is a part of Florida to be remembered and preserved for as long as we can.
Safe Travel s,

Volunteer Corner

Summer was quiet here on the Byway. It Volunteer Appreciation Picnic. The group UPCOMING EVENTS
appears that the weather puts everyone held several meetings and had everything in

into a state of reduced activity.. and no place for October 21%, when at the last ~ 1 Party onthePierfi Vilano Beachfi Nov 16th
wonder. We had more than_enough hot, minute we had_ to cancel the event due to 1 Splash Park Openingfi St. Augustine
sultry weather, and it sometimes seemed 6red tided which had tgkewwsho!l d of mos:
there might be no end. Our 4™ of luly NE Florida for more than a month. We will
outreach at Flagler Beach was cancelled due be announcing a new date in early spring, I Nights of Lightsii City of St. Augustinefi
to stormy weather, a portent of weather after al | of our 0 S n 0 Mobeinber threugh Janudnya v e had
difficulties that has plagued our effort at opportunity to participate after being in ) .

. . . . 1 Holiday on the Beachfl Flagler Beach
outreach with Ocean Shore Corridor more moderate climes during our warm
Management Entity. But then in mid-August, Season. Nov 30-Dec 1
we celebrated the award of a grant to St. See you at our next events, Bernie Gay 1 New Year 6s EfvSe Auusihee b r
Johns County Parks & Recreation Dept. to Beachfi Dec 29th

rehabilitate the old Windswept Motel north
of SR 206 on AlA. This nine acre park
property in St. Johns County will be the
new home of Friends of AlA when

completed in late 2008.

And in September we initiated meetings of
a committee to plan our 1 Annual

Volunteers Vickie Renna and Peggy Walker
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Our mission is to protect, promote, and enhance
the outstanding scenic, historic, natural, recrea-T

Sea Oats Save Dunes as
Part of Nature Conservancy

Sea oats love water and as it turns out our volun-
teers did not mind a bit. Jack & Julie Stearns and
Bernie Gay were among many volunteers who sup-
ported the 60,000 sea oat planting efforts for St.
Johns Habitat Conservation sponsored by St. Johns
Recreation & Parks Department. The rains that
came down on school kids and retirees at Porpoise
Point on Vilano Beach on Saturday, October 27th,
forced the volunteers to come back for the re-
planting on the oOrain

tional , archeological and cultural resources of the

AlA Scenic & Historic Coastal Byway in a manﬁQpiC of a WOI‘kShOp at the 2007 NSB Conference.
that provides a unique experience for visitors, @figinators’ Wanda Ma|oney and Frances K|dd‘

maintains for the communities along the byway.

unhurried |ifestyle

Board of Directors

Charles Helm President
Barbara Jenness Vice President
Jim Netherton Secretary Treasurer
Keith Clarke Ponte Vedra
, George Harnden River & Sea Trail
Omary @uzdbki @cean siBre N
Tom Scofield St. Augustine
Anne Wilson River & Sea Trail
Irene Kaufman S. Ponte Vedra
Bob Samuels St. Augustine Beach

continue the effort. Sea oats are a type of saltwa-
ter beach grass found on the East Coast that helps
keep sand in place on the dunes. The A1A Byway is
continuously challenged by beach erosion. Tara
Dodson,

Legal Counsel

Dennis Bayer
National Scenic Byway Corridor Management Entity

Habitat Conservation Coordinator for

the St. Johns Byway Program Administrator
County Beach Sal | i eAl@atibha Sceric Byway
Services en- Board Elections in November

courages eve-
ryone to be
concerned
about protect-
. ing the beach
~_senvironment.
These few
little plants go

S a long way in
Volunteers at Vilano Beach Planting Sea oats e
stabilizing sand

Friends of A1A will elect new officers in
November to serve a three year term.
The 10 board members represent
segments of the scenic byway in St.

Johns and Flagler Counties.

Frances & Wanda at Ocean Shore CAG

Windswept Acres Dedication

provides funding for improvements to'
the parkos

Proctor stated he was proud to
support the preservation efforts of the
county and is in a better position next
year to continue the effort. Cyndi
Stevenson, a long time proponent of
greenways and scenic preservation,
echoed Proctor ds
creative grant funding and collaborative
efforts of community partners, the
county can continue to implement its
master plan expanding and improving the

county park system.

State Representative Bill Proctor
presented a $200,000 check to St.
Johns County Commissioners on
August 15, 2007 at Windswept
Acres Park in southern St. Johns
County in a morning ceremony at
the site. The check represents a
Florida Recreation Development
Assistance Program (FRDAP) grant
awarded to the Parks and Recreation
Department to add a playground,
picnic facilities, restrooms, perimeter
trail, and parking area to the
Anastasia Island park. The grant also

Windswept Acres Park is a nine-acre
property accessible from Florida A1A, a
Scenic and Coastal Byway. The site
. contains the historic remains of the post
World War Il Windswept Motel, which
included 13 buildings and catered to
tourists. St. Johns County acquired the
site in 2003 to offer off-beach parking,
restore the structures, preserve the
coastal dune ecosystems, and link the
sallie OGHAIA mdfdfet” "' *RéstSration work

started October 1st.

Commissioner Cyndi Stevenson, Irene Kaufman,
Barbar a
William Proctor, Commissioner Ben Rich, Commis-
sioner Jim Bryant, and Wil Smith dedicate the park

Jenness,

a ? d amb,
undraising acumen.

t r o@OREDE Solutions
he fundraising plan for Friends of A1A was the

Continued

The prestigious Crew of72

members are limited to honor one for each mile of
the byway. Wanda Maloney and Frances Kidd are
now in midstream with their assessments of the
scenic highway groups. Many positive responses
have already been tabulated by several D5 advocates
and now Friends of ALA are beginning to respond to
surveys. Wanda and Frances are a wealth of good

uted bAlle as aorfnodel fog c;tpgrr ﬁma;gs in their

N o Vigoithutforh and Yuiddhce. t ©

Wanda spent her career implementing community
-based, transportation-related programs. In addition
to several years of local government planning ex-
perience, she helped develop and implement the
Georgia Scenic Byways Program, and worked as a
Byways Specialist for
source Center. There she provided training and
technical assistance to scenic byways in 18 states,
and was involved in the development of several key

Resource Center publications including Conserving
Our Treasured Places: Managing Visual Quality on
nic Bywayand Making the Grassroots Grow: Buildin

and Maintaining Effective Byway Organizé&hiemniso
conceived the idea
practices competition and The Road Beckonsblica-

tion.

In 2005, she founded Corridor Solutiorend now
uses her extensive network of resources and con-
tacts to create project teams perfectly tailored to
the needs of each client. She holds a M.A. in Public
Administration and a B.A. in History from the Uni-

ent r an c eversity of Houston. She is a native of Baton Rouge,

Louisiana, and now lives in Winston-Salem, North
Carolina with her husband and three children.

Frances is a nationally known fundraiser with over
twenty years experience specializing in major donor
strategy, development campaigns, board develop-
ment, strategic planning and special event produc-

CtiBnMtFARIAY tardl semindrd) $hé pardicipated in the
2007 National Scenic Byways Conference, the Flor-
ida Scenic Highways Program Statewide Workshop
(2006), and a training session for board and volun-

teers of the A1A Scenic & Historic Coastal Byway.

She began her fundraising career working in the
1976 Jimmy Carter for President campaign and has
worked as an independent fundraising consultant for
almost twenty years in Washington DC, New York,
Los Angeles and Atlanta. Her clients have included
Shakespeare Festival/LA, Georgia Conservation Vot-
ers, the American Cinematheque, The National
Breast Cancer Coalition, Rock the Vote, and the

I nternational Womenads
Friends of ALA will receive their recom-

mendation report in January. To date Friends has 3

Admirals and 2 Ensigns in the Crew of 72!
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Friends of A1A

P.O. Box 328

Flagler Beach, FL 32136 (Corporate)
2175 Mizell Road (St. Johns Office)
St. Augustine, FL 32080

Tel: 904-425-8055 / 904-209-0333
Mobile: 904-540-0402

Fax: 904-209-0321

E-mail: Sallie_OHara@scenicAlA.org
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www.scenicAlA.org
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Downtowns and Small Towns Forum 2007

Friends of A1A Scenic and
Historic Coastal Byway sponsored a
delegation to the Casa Monica for

VI SI T FLORI DAG S
and Smal | ™ TAanwah s
Conference. VISIT FLORIDA is a

public/private partnership with
more than 3,400 tourism industry
partners and alliances. It is the
official tourism marketing
corporation for the State of Florida.
Participants from Friends of AlA
included Sallie
Program Administrator; Irene
Kaufman, South Ponte Vedra
Representative; Barabara Jenness,
Vilano Beach Representative; Mary
Ann Ruzecki and Caryn Miller,
Flagler Beach Representatives, and
Tom Scofield, City of St. Augustine
Representative.  During the four
days of activities, workshops on
Green Lodging, VISIT FLORIDA,

Main Streets, Scenic Highways,
Wayfinding, Marketing and other
tourist related topics were
confuotad.n TheT aonfenesce was
lénited30 150 participants as there
were two days of well planned
travels in and about St. Augustine
and Palatka. The group learned of
the St. Augustine Art Walk
successes and the Palatka Mural
Project successes and had
opportunities to learn different
desDed &1 travekers in uridjye \areay/
Trips to Fort Mose, Lincolnville, the
Lighthouse and Ravine Gardens
were enjoyed by many. Participants
gleaned insights from the Old City
with its rich archeology and the
new interests of baby boomers in
Greenway Trails and nature
excursions. The conference ran
from October 16" through
October 19" with featured

speakers Secretary of State; Bud Nocera,
President & CEO of VISIT FLORIDA,;
Mayor Joseph Boles, St. Augustine;
Representative William Proctor, Florida
House of Representatives. Great ideas
from the well planned conference were
reported back to each of the scenic
highway groups in St. Johns and Flagler

Counties.

Flagler Beach Commissioner Jane Mealy. Barbara Jenness,
Sacha Martin, and Mary Ann Ruzecki sharing small town
stories at the Casa Monica in St. Augustine, FL
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