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my expectations that I 

am really excited we 

have something to 

showcase and brag 

on.  It has been SO 

LONG in coming.  May 

the rest of the grant 

look as good!ó 

 

In addition to Green-
way improvements at 

Marineland,  travelers 

will spot new research 

dorms at Whitney 

Labs, fresh growth 

from controlled burns 

at Washington Oaks, a 

new archeological 

display at Bings Land-

ing as well as new 

kayak launches and 

trails, and the cleared 

Old Coast Guard 

Road in the Malacom-

pra Park.  

Anne Wilson is beside 

herself after a recent 

tour of the new park 

signs along A1A at 

River to Sea Trail Park 

and Bings Landing. The 

park signs were re-

cently installed by 

Flagler County Parks 
and Recreation staff. 

After many years of 

vigilant meeting atten-

dance and discussions 

with county officials, 

the Hammock Scenic 

Highway group known 

as PRIDE now see 

many A1A park im-

p r o v e m e n t s .  

òPromoting responsi-

ble integration of de-

velopment and the 

environmentó is the 

mantra of PRIDE.  

 

Grants for A1A 

Greenway and Gate-

way improvements 

were awarded in 2002 

2003. Since that time 

consultants and plan-

ners have focused on 

design, permitting, and 

construction in various 
phases. Time and again 

the economy and po-

litical conditions chal-

lenged PRIDE volun-

teers overseeing the 

implementation of the 

Flagler County  grants.  

 

Wilson, who serves as 

the Vice President for 

the friends of A1A and 

the Chair of PRIDE, is 

now ògushingó with joy 

over the finished phase 

at Bings Park addi-

tion.  òIt is so above 

A1A Awarded $853,932 in National Scenic Byway Grants  

The Federal High-
way Administration 
announc ed  the 
awards for the 2008 
grant applications in 
December. Friends 
of A1A Scenic and 
Historic Coastal By-
way and partners 
w e r e  a w a r d e d 
$853,932 for all four 
projects requested.  
The local award 
represents 16% of 
the total funds 

awarded to Florida 
applicants. Only 11 
out of 20 projects 
submitted for Florida 
were awarded fund-
ing.  The award proc-
ess requires commu-
nity management 
coordination among 
various partners who 
oversee and monitor 
implementation of 
the Corridor Man-
agement Plan for the 
nationally designated 

scenic roadway.  
 
Projects include: 
 

¶ $373,520 for a 

gateway board-
walk promenade  
at Flagler Beach 

¶ $50,000 for a Cell 

Phone Tour 

¶ $120,00 for a 

Wayfinding Sign-
age Plan 

¶ $80,000 for Corri-

dor Management   

Special points of interest:  

¶ New research residential 

facilities at Whitney 

Laboratory 

¶ Expanded activities at 

Marinelandõs Dolphin 

Conservation Center  

¶ New facilities at River to 

Sea Trail Boardwalk   

¶ New park equipment and 

signs at River to Sea Trail 

Estuary Park and Nature 

Trails 

¶ Washington Oaks State 

Gardens 

¶ Malacompra Archeological 

Ruins at Bings Landing 

Park  
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New Park Signs at River to Sea 

A1A Funding Milestones  

¶ 2001   ñ       $25,000 

¶ 2002   ñ     $953,000 

¶ 2003   ñ   $1,279,291 

¶ 2004   ñ       $28,441 

¶ 2005   ñ       $56,309 

¶ 2006   ñ       $60,822 

¶ 2007   ñ     $734,908 

¶ 2008   ñ     $853,312 

¶ 2009   ñ     $499,969 

                 (requested) 

As a designated National 

Scenic Byway, A1A receives  

a significant amount of 

federal funds through the 

National Scenic Byway 

Program. Grant awards 

target improvements for 

facilities, interpretive infor-

mation, marketing and 

corridor management. 

Friends of A1A receives 

additional funding through 

smaller grant programs to 

complement federal funding.    



     Another year has flown by as 

fast as some of our drivers along 

our A1A scenic Byway. I am 

pleased that our newly formed 

Strategic Planning Committees are 

taking their assignments to heart 

meeting regularly to work on as-

signed projects to preserve, pro-

tect, promote, and enhance our 

òOld Floridaó avenue. 

     Special thanks are extended to 

chair leads Charlie Helm, Anne 

Wilson, Tony Bosco, Bob Samuels, 

George Harnden and Irene Kauf-

man. Telling our corridor story 

gets easier by the year with defi-

nite goals and objectives. Trans-

portation safety is high on our 

agenda to eliminate the dangers in 

some areas of A1A.    Every mile 

is being re-examined for recom-

mendations to FDOT and others 

for improvements.  Those sugges-

tions, along with a Scenic Conser-

vation Plan in development, 

should make our roadway more 

beautiful than ever. And then, of 

course, the stories give character 

to our area. Thanks to Robin 

Moore, with St. Johns County and 

our volunteers, we were fortu-

nate to capture some old history 

to share with others. We will miss 

Tom Scofield who was very help-

ful in conceiving of the Cell Phone 

Tour proposal which will incorpo-

rate some of the old lore of the 

area.  Tom is now with John 

Milner Associates in Pennsylvania. 

Replacing Tom is Melissa Dezen-

dorf, representing the City of St. 

Augustine as a Board member. 

   We need to slow to a stroll as 

in the song and enjoy the beauty 

we have 

around us.   

schedule and coordinate calen-

dared events such as the Adopt-a-

Highway clean-ups. Vicki is in the 

St. Augustine office every after-

noon while Susie K is out and 

about making contacts and 

spreading the message about the 

Friends and even at the new Flag-

ler Beach Welcome Center office. 

 During the Scenic Con-

servation  Workshop, Pat and 

 Some of you may al-

ready know that Bernie Gay has 

moved on to another position.  

While we do not have an official 

Volunteer Coordinator now,  

Susie Kontul is filling in as an or-

ganizer for some upcoming 

events. Funding for a Volunteer 

Coordinator and Administrative 

Assistant comes available in July 

2009.   Until then Vicki Ogden, 

Office Assistant, is also helping to 

Molly Pearman and Pati Teeft also 

played a big role in logistical suc-

cess of the event.   

Upcoming soon  

Volunteer Orientations 

Lighthouse Festival-March 21st 

Beach Blast St Aug BchñMarch 29th 

Turtle Fest Flagler Beach-April 4th 

Earth Day  at 

Washington Oaks-Apr  18-19th 

St. Johns Sea Turtle Festival-Apr 18th  

Volunteer Corner  

Roadway Notes  

donõt see because I have seen it 

before.  Fresh eyes and fresh ideas 

motivate everyone toward the 

common purpose of beautification 

and preservation of the Byway.       

 Think like a traveler. 

See like a traveler. Embrace 

memories like a traveler. The 

workshop is over but the work 

continues tackling resource inven-

tories, billboard and cell tower 

counts, and identifying view shed 

obstructions.  These are some of 

the issues Friends of A1A volun-

teers will try to address in carry-

ing out their plans. Workshop 

participants overwhelmingly rated 

the event an òeye openeró.   

Safe travels,  

Sallie OõHara 

    Dennis Adams and Brad 

Cownover òcracked the eggó of 

Scenic Byway principles once again 

during their visit in January during 

the workshop held at the Light-

house. They focused on planning, 

intrinsic qualities and visitor ex-

perience.  As many times as I have 

driven up and down the Byway, it 

never ceases to amaze me what  I 
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òWater view - sea 

breeze - sea oats - salt 

pruned vegetation and 

open horizons to the 
ocean are conjured up 

when I think of A1A 

Coastal highway that 

makes me want to take 
an unhurried drive with 

the top down & minimal 

trafficé.free, open, and 

breezy. ò  
Commissioner  

Cyndi Stevenson 

Volunteer Orientation  

Barbara Jenness, 

President of Friends 

of A1A and Chair of 

Scenic and Historic 

A1A 

òStrolling down the avenue known as A1Aé.ó   Jimmy Buffet 



 A Scenic Conservation 

Workshop co-sponsored by the 

Americaõs Resource Center and 

Scenic America was held at the St. 

Augustine Lighthouse and Museum 

January 15th & 16th .  The A1A 

Byway was selected as one of only 

six national scenic corridors to 

participate in the forum designed 

for local leaders to look at ways of 

protecting  and enhancing the 

natural coastal treasures. The A1A 

coastal corridor is unique in Flor-

ida. The roadway is the main ar-

tery of transportation traversing 

barrier islands with magnificent 

ocean views. The goals to engage 

partners, inventory and map the 

Bywayõs visual quality, identify and 

prioritize issues, and develop sce-

nic conservation strategies were 

met. The 72 mile corridor is re-

plete with cell towers, power 

lines, bill boards and road signs 

discussed in great detail.   

 Brad Cownover, Direc-

tor for Scenic Conservation at 

Scenic America facilitated the two

-day workshop bringing together a 

diverse group of community part-

ners from the public and private 

sectors.  Scenic America is a non-

profit organization whose mission 

is to safeguard Americaõs natural 

beauty and community character.  

Americaõs Byways Resource Cen-

ter Specialist, Dennis Adams, was 

helpful in bringing the workshop 

to Florida. As Adams says, òYou 

have to put yourself in the seat of 

a traveler to really experience the 

character of the Byway. Then you 

begin to understand the opportu-

nities to make memorable first 

impressions last a lifetime.ó  

Americaõs Byways Resource Cen-

ter, in collaboration with Scenic 

America, developed a handbook 

to help the National Scenic By-

ways manage their visual quality. 

Developers, commissioners, gov-

ernment planners, and volunteers 

were in attendance.  

28th; Taste of the Beach  on May 

17th; a History Event with David 

Nolan and Dr. Susan Parker in 

August; A Jazz Fest on September 

26th & 27th; Sand Sculpture con-

test; Farmerõs Market weekly; 

Seaside Serenades; Beach Blast Off 

March 29th; Splash Picnics; Vet-

eranõs Park Ceremonies; Events by 

the Sea; a car show on June 

14thé. all  culminating in the 

biggest beach party seen yet at the 

 T h e  C i t y  o f  S t . 

Augustine Beach is celebrating its 

50th birthdayé.all year long!!!!!!!  

Events are ongoing throughout 

the year to commemorate the 

establishment of the 1959 beach-

side community.  Soon banners 

will flap from light poles along 

A1A Beach Blvd to mark the occa-

sion.  The City will be partying 

every week. Some of the events 

include: Twist n Shout on March 

S t .  J o h n s  C ou n t y  P i e r .  

 Bob Samuels, Friends 

Board member and President of 

the St. Augustine Beach  Civic 

Association,  says this is the year  

to remember!! 

St.  Augustine Beach to Celebrate 50th Birthday  

Culpepper Appointment  

preservation, Jane eloquently 

spoke to Flagler County Commis-

sioners explaining the devastating 

loss residents and visitors would 

experience if lands were not con-

tinued to be set aside and pro-

tected from developers.   

 Jane has supported pro-

tections for sea turtles,  whales, 

scrub jays, tortoises and other 

natural animals in the area, Her 

interests extend to  preserving the 

beautiful live oak canopies found 

in many Flagler County areas as 

well, including those overhanging 

the roadway in the Hammock.   

 Friends of A1A encour-

age community activism and par-

ticipation in local and state gov-

ernment.  The foundation of the 

National Scenic Byways Program 

is grass-roots citizen involvement.   

 Jane Culpepper, Friends 

of A1A Admiral Level Charter 

Member in the Crew of 72, was 

appointed to the Flagler County 

Land Acquisition Committee on 

February 11th. Flagler County 

voters recently passed a referen-

dum to allow the county to pur-

chase Environmentally Sensitive 

Lands (ESL). In the true spirit of 

environmental conservation and 

Scenic Conservation Workshop Sparks Interest on Issues  
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òBy strategically planning for scenic issues, communities begin to preserve its character. ò  Dennis Adams 

 

About the Workshopé.. 

 

òCoordination and 

collaboration with 

partners and bringing 

people together 

especially on the bus 

tour was most 

effective.ó 

  

Dennis Clark  

FDOT Garry Balogh, GTM NERR Nicole 

Love, St. Johns Recreation Billy Zeits, 

and St. Augustine Commissioner Nancy 

Sikes-Kline  

Scenic Workshop participants at the St. 

Augustine LighthouseñJanuary 15th & 

16th 

Developer Josh Rosenbaum, Engineer 

Amy Kennedy and Brad Cownover from 

Scenic America 

St. Johns County Pier at St. 
Augustine Beach  and Splash 

Park -Photos by  Susie Kontul 


