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Friends of A1A Awarded $100,000 for Coastal Conservation Clean-ups

The Florida Coastal Management Pro-
gram (FCMP) within the Department of
Environmental Protection (FDEP) an-
nounced a grant award for FY2009-
2010 to the Friends of A1A Scenic and
Historic Coastal Byway in the amount
of $100,000.

The project entitled “See It - Clean It”
- Coastal Conservation Campaign calls
for regular coastal clean-ups by scores
of volunteers to maintain Northeast
Florida's treasured beaches as well as
educate travelers and residents in
harmful effects of litter along the coast.

It also funds a gala symposium with
keynote speakers slated to occur in
May 2010 at Marineland to honor vol-

unteers. The grant compliments cur-
rent volunteer efforts by the Friends of
A1lA participating in the FDOT Adopt-a-
Highway Program for D ATMOS A
the Byway. Funding g C
comes from the Na-
tional Oceanic and
Atmospheric Admini-
stration.
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This is the same pro-

gram, which promotes Working Water-
fronts as in Vilano Beach and Remark-
able Coastal Places such as Marineland.
The grant requires extensive commu-
nity engagement of volunteers and
partners actively performing mini-
projects and regular beach clean-ups.

Flagler County Leaders Plan Vision for A1A

Who says elected officials never listen
to others?

In March, Anne Wilson, the Vice Presi-
dent of Friends and Chair of PRIDE
AlA, collaborated with Milissa Holland,
Chairman of the Flagler County Com-
mission, to conduct a public workshop
to review park improvements and the
scheduling of future ventures in Flagler
County.

Wilson and Sallie O’'Hara, Administrator
of the Friends of A1A, gave a presenta-
tion on the organization’s history,
status of projects, future projects and
timelines and the grants that sources

of funding. Presentations were also
made by county staff. Flagler Commis-
sioners had its recreation, engineering
and planning staff review their coastal
and recreational projects, including
those scheduled for the future.

The objective is to better synchronize
resources within both public and pri-
vate groups in the planning of asset
development within our Counties. One
of Scenic A1A’s goals is to leverage the
continued support and participation of
government agencies, community resi-
dents and local businesses in Byway
program activities and corridor plan-
ning decisions.
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"Spirit of place! It is for this we travel, to surprise its subtlety; and where it is a strong and dominant angel,

that place, seen once, abides entire in the memory with all its own accidents, its habits, its breath, its name."

-- Alice Meynell

Barbara Jenness,

President of Friends of
A1A and Chair of
Sceniand Historic A1A

Board of Directors
Receive Training

The Friends of A1A
Board Members
have received
training in organ-
izational policies
and protocols.
Thanks to consult-
ants, Corridor So-
lutions, funded by
Fla. Department of
Transportation, a
comprehensive
board training
manual was de-
signed and created
for board mem-
bers.

Honey B the Clown at
fundraiser at Fiesta Falls
Golf

President 60s

Please consider being a Charter Mem-
ber in our Crew of 72. Your $1,000,
$2,500 or $5,000 donation would really
map our roadway success for 2009.
Those interested in becoming a charter
member of the Crew should contact
Friends Administrator Sallie O'Hara or
any Board of Directors member.

Friends of Al1A will be starting three
FDOT contracts in July for Corridor
Management Plans, Cell Phone Tour, &
Wayfinding Planning projects from
2008 National Scenic Byway grant
funds. An additional contract from

Roadway Notes

Lots of road construction is continuing
along the Byway: Mickler's Landing re-
ceived a new intersection light; the
Bridge of Lions is still undergoing its
face lift expected to be completed by
2010; and plans for summer construc-
tion on the Summer Haven Bridge
commenced in June.

The Al1lA Roadways lead to marvelous

Message

FDEP for Coastal Clean-ups also begins
in July. In order to continue our County
impact and effectiveness, capital is
needed to bring many of these grants
to completion. Please consider giving
now to the Friends of A1A. Donations
can be mailed directly to the office or
through donations on our website at
www.scenicala.org/Donations.aspx.

We are now very fortunate to have
four grant funded staff positions to as-
sist our volunteers in our many impor-

tant improvement

projects.

new adventures with the near comple-
tion of the renovations of Byway parks
including: Bird Island, Windswept
Acres, Hamilton Upchurch, Butler West,
River to Sea at Marineland, and Mala
Compra at Bings Landing Park. Take
time to RIDE AWAY on A1lA and dis-
cover Old Florida.

Safe travels,

Sallie

Volunteer Corner: Meet Susie Kontul

Susie Kontul has recently been selected
as the new Volunteer Coordinator for
the coming year. Susie arrived as a
fi Sn eBvi r ff@am Ohio back in Decem-
ber and began supporting the scenic
corridors work efforts. As a photogra-
pher and Byway outsider her insights
for improvement along the corridor
have been valuable.

She will coordinate volunteers to have
Friends of Al1A coverage at over 25
events this coming year; other key vol-

unteers assisting Susie are Molly Pear-
man and Patti Teeft. In April she coor-
dinated our involvement in the Turtle
Festival and Washington Oaks Earth
Day; in May the Vilano 5 K Run and
Gamble Rogers Festival and a Jail n Bail
fundraiser event at St. Augustine Beach
in June.
Upcoming soon
“2009 H.O.G. Rally,”

St. Augustine Beach. Oct. 21-24

Labor Day Beach Cleanup - Sept 7
Ocean Conservancy Cleanup - Sept. 19
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"For my part, | travel not to go anywhere, but to go. | travel for travel's sake. The great affair is to move, to feel the

needs and hitches of our life more nearly; to come down off this feather-bed of civilization, and find the globe granite

underfoot and strewn with cutting flints.” -- Robert Louis Stevenson

Billboards Come Down & A1A Support Keeps Rollin

In the spirit of keeping our Byway sce-
nic and beautiful, more oversized and
aging billboards are coming down.

A Beverly Beach business owner re-
cently removed two billboards from his
property. Friends of A1A and the Town
of Beverly Beach collaborated with Sid
Patel, the owner of the Beverly Beach
Camptown RV Park, to have the bill-
boards removed. Patel deserves rec-
ognition for the effort, as he negoti-

Beverly Beach Town Hall is
now an honorary member of
the Crew of 72,thanks to busi-
nessman Sid Patel and the
Board of Directors

In appreciation to Patel, the Friends of
A1A Board of Directors voted to make
him an honorary Admiral in the Crew
of 72, a honor he transferred to the
Town of Beverly Beach and was ac-
cepted by Mayor Steve Emmett.

The remaining billboards in the Town
of Beverly Beach are scheduled to be
removed by the end of the year. An
additional effort is underway by the
county to revise county ordinances

ated out of leases that resulted in a loss of revenue and rid roadways of large billboards. Under 23
of at least $20,000 a year and considerable future U.S.C. 131 ( c), erection of new signs is prohibited

revenue.

along scenic routes and interstates.

Carole Aldrich-McCleery is Newest Crew of 72 Members

The newest member of the Charter Crew of 72 is
Carole Aldrich-McCleery, who has been active advo-
cate and volunteer for the last decade to keep the
Island beautiful, including the fight for independ-
ence of the Hammock.

McCleery, who joined the Crew of 72 at the $1,000
Ensign level, has been a member of the Hammock
Community Conservation Corp. (HCCC) and the
River to Sea Trail Corridor Management Entity
(CME) since they began in the late 1990's.

She has held various positions in both organiza-
tions, including secretary of the CME and secretary
and treasurer of the HCCC. She also gathered infor-
mation for the Corridor Management Plan (CMP),

Traffic and Safety On AIA

Friends of A1A volunteers have been diligently working on strategic goal planning and ob-
jectives; one of which is to improve roadway safety.

several Annual Reports and the CMP five-year up-
date. In addition, she has volunteered for the Site
Review Committee in the CME.

In other Crew news, Jane Culpepper, who already
holds Admiral status for her $5,000 gift, has do-
nated another $1,000 to the Friends of AlA. Also,
the St. Augustine Lighthouse & Museum, which is
currently at Ensign level, donated $1,000 more
making them the first promotion at Captain status.

The Crew of 72 was developed for the Friends of
AlA’s premiere leadership and support partners.
Membership in the elite group is limited to 72 mem-
bers, one for each mile of the Byway.

Tony Bosco (Chair) has led his group

in a detailed inventory of the 72-mile corridor. Committee members accessing Safety, seat belts and
speeding issues include: Marge Rooyakkers, George Harnden, Barbara Jenness, Irene Kaufman, Sallie
O’Hara, Bob Samuels, Frank Carelli, Tony Bosco, George Martin, and Mary Ann Ruzecki.

A presentation on Transportation Issues and Safety was presented at the May Board meeting; once the
Board concurs with recommendations then additional public meetings will be sough. Safety while experi-
encing the A1A charm is critical with our residents and travelers.
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How You Can Help the Friends of A1A

Donate now is the theme in these economic times. Please,
Friends of A1A can use any size donation for improvement of
projects from Education and Awareness to Sign Design and
Construction planning.

. . . Subscriber Mailing Address
$5,000 will.....help pay for historic markers along the Byway.

$2,500 will......help produce brochures for traveler education.
$1,000 will......help buy wildflowers for roadside beautification.
$500 will.......... help purchase supplies for road/beach cleanups.
$100 will.......... help purchase display materials for events.

$50 will............ help purchase volunteer recognitions awards.

Please let Susie know if you are interested in joining the Fund-
raising Committee for our future. Susie can be reached at 386-
437-4973 or at susiek@scenicala.org.

Thank You Dennis Bayer, Welcome John Owens i iomisy e

BYwAvs®
Dennis Bayer, who served as Friends of A1A legal counsel for 2008, is stepping
down to spend more time on the beach with his family. Bayer has been a
great environmental supporter of ocean clean-ups and will continue to help
Friends in Flagler Beach. The Board welcomes John Owens, a St. Augustine
Beach attorney, as the new legal watchdog. John has a background in re-
search science and is sorely needed with the wave of new contracts underway.

Ne"g'—ﬁgicounse' Our new legal counsel was approved at the May Board meeting.
ohn Owens

Wonder ful Windsweptodos Wendy the Rabbit

Paths of Sunshine Award with
$650 in seed credits we will con-
tinue to plant wild flowers in our
parks.

If you haven't passed by the future
designated Byway Headquarters;
now is the time for a field trip.

Thanks to Wil Smith and St. Johns
Park and Recreation Department
signage, trails, equipment and the
makeover is almost complete. The
park even has exercise equipment

My favorite park resident is Wendy
the Rabbit! To my surprise Wendy
has a husband (Wendell) who also
lives along the walking trail. To

for those fitly motivated. Wendy is one Ofafam" Ofbbit all our travelers enjoy! But do not
that lives inthe 9 -acre park spook Wendy & Wendell, our Mr.
Keith Ruthenbeck planted wildflow- and Mrs. Windswept!

ers and installed signs for protection just off the
roadways. Since the Friends of A1A just received a Thank you St. Johns County.
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